


Partnership provides training for 
Alaska’s occupational therapists
UAA’s College of Health & Social Welfare 
and Creighton University in Omaha, 
Nebraska are partnering to launch a 
distance-learning program for doctoral 
degrees in occupational therapy. The 
program is aimed at addressing Alaska’s 
critical shortage of occupational therapists.
 
STUDENT SUCCESS

ANSEP students provide virtual 
tutoring
Students in the Alaska Native Science and 
Engineering Program (ANSEP) at UAA 

are tutoring 
high school 
students in rural 
Alaska using 
a new tech-
savvy program 

with live audio and video to make asking 
questions and solving problems easier. 

Tape and Spaulding help with 
NSF-funded research
Ken Tape, a Ph.D. student with UAA’s 
Environment and Natural Resources 
Institute (ENRI), and ENRI undergraduate 
research assistant Ty Spaulding floated 
the Colville River from Impnavik to the 
Colville-Anaktuvuk River confluence to 
conduct research on why large stands 
of woody shrubs are expanding in some 
locations but not in others. Their samples 
will be analyzed in ENRI’s Stable Isotope 
Lab and will be part of Professor Jeffery 
Welker’s NSF-funded studies for the 
International Polar Year program.

FACULTY AND STAFF 
ACHIEVEMENTS

49th State Fellows Program 
awarded NEH challenge grant
A challenge grant of up to $500,000 
from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities “We the People” will be used 
to inspire contributions from the private 
sector and to provide endowed funding for 
the 49th State Fellows Honors Program. 
This is the first such grant made by the 
NEH in Alaska.

Mark Madden accredited as a 
Master CFI (Certificated Flight 
Instructor)
Of the 91,000 CFIs in the country, Aviation 
Professor Madden is one of fewer than 600 
certified Master CFIs. Madden is also one 
of only two aviation educators in Alaska to 
hold this title. Master CFI is equivalent to 
“summa cum laude” on a diploma.

UAA and APU partner to produce 
“Start Talking”
One of 26 projects in the nation to 
receive a Difficult Dialogues Grant from 
the Ford Foundation, UAA and APU have 
collaborated on, “Start Talking: A Handbook 
for Engaging Difficult Dialogues in Higher 
Education.” The book presents a faculty 
development model and techniques for 
encouraging civil discourse on difficult 
topics.

Engineering, Science and 
Project Management hosting 
4th International Project 
Management Conference
ESPM, chaired by Professor Jang Ra, 
is hosting this prestigious event that 

brings together Project Management 
Industry practitioners, academicians and 
government officials from around the 
world. 

DEVELOPMENT NEWS

New atrium 
named for 
Betti Cuddy
In recognition of 
her continuous 
dedication 

and support of Lucy Cuddy Hall and the 
Culinary Arts and Hospitality and Dietetic 
and Nutrition program, the 1,700 square 
foot atrium addition to Cuddy Hall will be 
officially named the “Betti Cuddy Atrium” 
on Sept. 8, 2008. The Betti Cuddy Atrium 
will be a gathering place for students and 
serve as a reception area for donor and 
community events. 

Alyeska Pipeline pledges $500,000 
toward ANSEP Chair
Alyeska Pipeline Service Company is 
making annual contributions of $100,000 
for the next five years. Their contributions 
will help us meet the Rasmuson 
Foundations’ $2 million challenge grant to 
support an endowed chair in ANSEP.

Northrim gives ISER $300,000 to 
fund new research
The Institute of Social and Economic 
Research received a three-year $300,000 
grant to fund a new research initiative, 
“Investing for Alaska’s Future,” to better 
understand the relationship between 
government policies and economic 
development.

AT&T helps UA celebrate 
statehood
UA received $110,000 from AT&T to 
help us continue our celebration of the 
50th anniversary of statehood with the 
“Forum of Young Alaskans” scheduled for 
October.  We will partner with Alaska 
Public Telecommunications, Inc. (APTI) and 
Koahnic Broadcasting to bring together 
university students and other young 
Alaskans from across the state to discuss 
important issues affecting Alaska both in 
person and through web technology.

COMMUNITY CAMPUS NEWS

Kenai Peninsula College receives DOE Grant
KPC received a five-year $1.99 million U.S. Department of Education 
grant to increase student success and retention rates through 
technology-enhanced advising and tutoring services. The grant will also 

help with the development of distance-delivered courses in technical fields and general 
education requirements.

Commencement at Mat-Su
Mat-Su College held commencement on May 9 and had 65 graduates 
who received certificates and degrees, including one doctorate. More 

than 700 people attended.
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